Early Christian Letters - James 2
From the Eucharistic Prayer
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts,

convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever
keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said,

Hosanna in the highest.

“You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
James 2 (NIV)

not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do
commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.
12

Favouritism Forbidden
1

right. 9 But if you show favouritism, you sin and are

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious

Lord Jesus Christ must not show favouritism. 2
Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a

Speak and act as those who are going to be judged

by the law that gives freedom, 13 because judgment
without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not
been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy
old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special
attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say,
“Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor
man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my
feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?
5

Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God

chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world
to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he

Faith and Deeds
14

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if

6

promised those who love him? But you have

someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can

dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich who are

such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a

exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are

sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of

7

dragging you into court? Are they not the ones who
are blaspheming the noble name of him to whom
you belong?

you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well
fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs,
what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if
it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

8

If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture,

“Love your neighbour as yourself,” you are doing

18

But someone will say, “You have faith; I have

Discussion - Favouritism in Politics

deeds.”

Sunday 29th April BBC headlines. Scotland's most

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show

senior Roman Catholic, Cardinal Keith O'Brien, has

you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there

accused the prime minister of acting immorally by

is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that —

favouring the rich ahead of ordinary citizens affected

and shudder.

by the recession. He urged Mr Cameron not just to

20

help "your very rich colleagues”.

You foolish person, do you want evidence that

faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our father
Abraham considered righteous for what he did when
he offered his son Isaac on the altar?

22

You see that

his faith and his actions were working together, and
his faith was made complete by what he did.

23

And

"And I am saying to the prime minister, look, don't
just protect your very rich colleagues in the financial
industry, consider the moral obligation to help the
poor of our country."

the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham
believed God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. 24
You see that a person is considered righteous by
what they do and not by faith alone.
25

In the same way, was not even Rahab the

prostitute considered righteous for what she did

Cardinal Keith O'Brien

when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them
off in a different direction? 26 As the body without

Faith with Deeds

the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

Have you faith for something, but also hold back
from acting?

Footnotes: James quotes the OT

Have you faith for something but not prayed through

James 2:8 Lev. 19:18

with it? Remember where faith comes from, it is a

18

Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against

gift. From God

anyone among your people, but love your neighbour
as yourself. I am the Lord.

Discussion - Theological Favouritism?
How does God NOT show favouritism, with a Chosen

James 2:11 Exodus 20:14; Deut. 5:18

People?

13

“You shall not murder.

14

“You shall not commit adultery.

15

Romans 2
11
For God does not show favouritism.

“You shall not steal.

12

All who sin apart from the law will also perish

apart from the law, and all who sin under the law
will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not those who

hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it
is those who obey the law who will be declared
righteous. 14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not
have the law, do by nature things required by the
law, they are a law for themselves, even though they
do not have the law. 15 They show that the
requirements of the law are written on their hearts,
their consciences also bearing witness, and their
thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other
times even defending them.) 16 This will take place

The Garden. The Tree of Life, and the Tree of the

on the day when God judges people’s secrets

knowledge of Good and Evil

through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.

Why the warning? God did not want us to have a
dualistic mind!

“Other Sheep” - Discuss
What did Jesus mean when He said this?
11

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays

down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not
the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when
he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and
scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a
hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,

14

“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my

hallowed be your name.

sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and

Your Kingdom come,

I know the Father —and I lay down my life for the

your will be done,

sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this

on earth as in heaven

sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will

Give us today our daily bread.

listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and

Forgive us our sins,

one shepherd.

17

The reason my Father loves me is

that I lay down my life —only to take it up again.

18

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,

No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own

but deliver us from evil.

accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours.

to take it up again. This command I received from

Now and for ever.

my Father.”

Amen

