A Study in the Gospel of St John. Part 4
Collect for 8th March (Edward King, Bishop of
Lincoln 1910)

Jesus explains his relationship with the Father
14:8 - Then Philip said to him, "Show us the Father,
Lord, and we shall be satisfied."

God of peace, who gave such grace to your servant
Edward King that whomever he met he drew to Christ:
fill us, we pray, with tender sympathy and joyful faith,
that we also may win others to know the love that
passes knowledge; through him who is the shepherd
and guardian of our souls, Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

14:9-14 - "Have I been such a long time with you,"
returned Jesus, "without your really knowing me,
Philip? The man who has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?
The very words I say to you are not my own. It is the
Father who lives in me who carries out his work
through me. Do you believe me when I say that I am in
the Father and the Father is in me? But if you cannot,
then believe me because of what you see me do.

Jesus reveals spiritual truths
14:1-4 - "You must not let yourselves be distressed - you
must hold on to your faith in God and to your faith in
me. There are many rooms in my Father's House. If
there were not, should I have told you that I am going
to prepare a place for you? It is true that I am going
away to prepare a place for you, but it is just as true
that I am coming again to welcome you into my own
home, so that you may be where I am. You know where
I am going and you know the road I am going to take."

I assure you that the man who believes in me will do
the same things that I have done, yes, and he will do
even greater things than these, for I am going away to
the Father. Whatever you ask the Father in my name, I
will do - that the Son may bring glory to the Father. And
if you ask me anything in my name, I will grant it.

How has this been your experience?

14:5 - "Lord," Thomas remonstrated, "we do not know
where you're going, and how can we know what road
you're going to take?"

Can you identify prevenient grace at work?

14:6-7 - "I myself am the road," replied Jesus, "and the
truth and the life. No one approaches the Father except
through me. If you had known who I am, you would
have known my Father. From now on, you do know him
and you have seen him."
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Jesus promises the Spirit

Jesus teaches union with himself

14:15-20 - "If you really love me, you will keep the
commandments I have given you and I shall ask the
Father to give you someone else to stand by you, to be
with you always.

15:1-8 - "I am the real vine, my Father is the vinedresser. He removes any of my branches which are not
bearing fruit and he prunes every branch that does
bear fruit to increase its yield. Now, you have already
been pruned by my words. You must go on growing in
me and I will grow in you. For just as the branch cannot
bear any fruit unless it shares the life of the vine, so you
can produce nothing unless you go on growing in me.

I mean the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
accept, for it can neither see nor recognise that Spirit.
But you recognise him, for he is with you now and will
be in your hearts. I am not going to leave you alone in
the world - I am coming to you. In a very little while, the
world will see me no more but you will see me, because
I am really alive and you will be alive too. When that
day comes, you will realise that I am in my Father, that
you are in me, and I am in you.

I am the vine itself, you are the branches. It is the man
who shares my life and whose life I share who proves
fruitful. For the plain fact is that apart from me you
can do nothing at all. The man who does not share my
life is like a branch that is broken off and withers away.
He becomes just like the dry sticks that men pick up and
use for the firewood. But if you live your life in me, and
my words live in your hearts, you can ask for whatever
you like and it will come true for you. This is how my
Father will be glorified - in your becoming fruitful and
being my disciples.

14:21 - "Every man who knows my commandments and
obeys them is the man who really loves me, and every
man who really loves me will himself be loved by my
Father, and I too will love him and make myself known
to him."

15:9-15 - "I have loved you just as the Father has loved
me. You must go on living in my love. If you keep my
commandments you will live in my love just as I have
kept my Father's commandments and live in his love. I
have told you this so that you can share my joy, and
that your happiness may be complete. This is my
commandment: that you love each other as I have
loved you. There is no greater love than this - that a
man should lay down his life for his friends. You are my
friends if you do what I tell you to do. I shall not call you
servants any longer, for a servant does not share his
master's confidence. No, I call you friends, now,
because I have told you everything that I have heard
from the Father.

14:22 - Then Judas (not Iscariot), said, "Lord, how is it
that you are going to make yourself known to us but
not to the world?"
14:23-24 - And to this Jesus replied, "When a man loves
me, he follows my teaching. Then my Father will love
him, and we will come to that man and make our home
within him. The man who does not really love me will
not follow my teaching. Indeed, what you are hearing
from me now is not really my saying, but comes from
the Father who sent me.
14:24-26 - "I have said all this while I am still with you.
But the one who is coming to stand by you, the Holy
Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will be
your teacher and will bring to your minds all that I have
said to you.

15:16 - "It is not that you have chosen me; but it is I
who have chosen you. I have appointed you to go and
bear fruit that will be lasting; so that whatever you ask
the Father in my name, he will give it to you.

14:27-31 - "I leave behind with you - peace; I give you
my own peace and my gift is nothing like the peace of
this world. You must not be distressed and you must
not be daunted. You have heard me say, 'I am going
away and I am coming back to you.' If you really loved
me, you would be glad because I am going to my
Father, for my Father is greater than I. And I have told
you of it now, before it happens, so that when it does
happen, your faith in me will not be shaken. I shall not
be able to talk much longer to you for the spirit that
rules this world is coming very close. He has no hold
over me, but I go on my way to show the world that I
love the Father and do what he sent me to do ... Get up
now! Let us leave this place.
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Religion, so far as it is genuine, is in essence the response of
created personalities to the Creating Personality, God. "This
is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent."

A.W. Tozer The Pursuit of God (1957) Ch 1
We pursue God because, and only because, He has first put
an urge within us that spurs us to the pursuit. "No man can
come to me," said our Lord, "except the Father which hath
sent me draw him," and it is by this very prevenient drawing
that God takes from us every vestige of credit for the act of
coming. The impulse to pursue God originates with God, but
the out working of that impulse is our following hard after
Him; and all the time we are pursuing Him we are already in
His hand: "Thy right hand upholdeth me."

God is a Person, and in the deep of His mighty nature He
thinks, wills, enjoys, feels, loves, desires and suffers as any
other person may. In making Himself known to us He stays by
the familiar pattern of personality. He communicates with us
through the avenues of our minds, our wills and our
emotions. The continuous and unembarrassed interchange of
love and thought between God and the soul of the redeemed
man is the throbbing heart of New Testament religion.
This intercourse between God and the soul is known to us in
conscious personal awareness. It is personal: that is, it does
not come through the body of believers, as such, but is
known to the individual, and to the body through the
individuals which compose it. And it is conscious: that is, it
does not stay below the threshold of consciousness and work
there unknown to the soul (as, for instance, infant baptism is
thought by some to do), but comes within the field of
awareness where the man can "know" it as he knows any
other fact of experience.

In this divine "upholding" and human "following" there is no
contradiction. All is of God, for as von Hügel teaches, God is
always previous. In practice, however, (that is, where God's
previous working meets man's present response) man must
pursue God. On our part there must be positive reciprocation
if this secret drawing of God is to eventuate in identifiable
experience of the Divine. In the warm language of personal
feeling this is stated in the Forty-second Psalm: "As the hart
panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after
thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God:
when shall I come and appear before God?" This is deep
calling unto deep, and the longing heart will understand it.

You and I are in little (our sins excepted) what God is in large.
Being made in His image we have within us the capacity to
know Him. In our sins we lack only the power. The moment
the Spirit has quickened us to life in regeneration our whole
being senses its kinship to God and leaps up in joyous
recognition. That is the heavenly birth without which we
cannot see the Kingdom of God. It is, however, not an end
but an inception, for now begins the glorious pursuit, the
heart's happy exploration of the infinite riches of the
Godhead. That is where we begin, I say, but where we stop
no man has yet discovered, for there is in the awful and
mysterious depths of the Triune God neither limit nor end.

The doctrine of justification by faith—a Biblical truth, and a
blessed relief from sterile legalism and unavailing selfeffort—has in our time fallen into evil company and been
interpreted by many in such manner as actually to bar men
from the knowledge of God. The whole transaction of
religious conversion has been made mechanical and
spiritless. Faith may now be exercised without a jar to the
moral life and without embarrassment to the Adamic ego.
Christ may be "received" without creating any special love for
Him in the soul of the receiver. The man is "saved," but he is
not hungry nor thirsty after God. In fact he is specifically
taught to be satisfied and encouraged to be content with
little.

Shoreless Ocean, who can sound Thee?
Thine own eternity is round Thee,
Majesty divine!

The modern scientist has lost God amid the wonders of His
world; we Christians are in real danger of losing God amid the
wonders of His Word. We have almost forgotten that God is a
Person and, as such, can be cultivated as any person can. It is
inherent in personality to be able to know other
personalities, but full knowledge of one personality by
another cannot be achieved in one encounter. It is only after
long and loving mental intercourse that the full possibilities
of both can be explored.

To have found God and still to pursue Him is the soul's
paradox of love, scorned indeed by the too-easily-satisfied
religionist, but justified in happy experience by the children
of the burning heart. St. Bernard stated this holy paradox in a
musical quatrain that will be instantly understood by every
worshipping soul:
We taste Thee, O Thou Living Bread,
And long to feast upon Thee still:
We drink of Thee, the Fountainhead
And thirst our souls from Thee to fill.

All social intercourse between human beings is a response of
personality to personality, grading upward from the most
casual brush between man and man to the fullest, most
intimate communion of which the human soul is capable.

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/25141/25141-h/25141-h.htm
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Jesus speaks of the world's hatred

Names of the Holy Spirit

15:17-25 - "This I command you, love one another! If
the world hates you, you know that it hated me first. If
you belonged to the world, the world would love its
own. But because you do not belong to the world and I
have chosen you out of it, the world will hate you.

In other translations the “helper” in 14:26 is called
“Counsellor” (New International Version 1984)
“Advocate” (New International Version 2011)
“Advocate” (New Living Translation)
“Friend – The Spirit of Truth” (The Message)

Do you remember what I said to you, 'The servant is not
greater than his master'? If they have persecuted me,
they will persecute you as well, but if they have
followed my teaching, they will also follow yours.

“The Spirit ” (Good News)
“Paraclete” (Douay Rheims)

What do you think of the Holy Spirit?

They will do all these things to you as my disciples
because they do not know the one who sent me. If I had
not come and spoken to them, they would not have
been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their
sin.

Have you experienced Counsel, Advocacy,
Friendship?
Has he given you your heart’s desire?

The man who hates me, hates my Father as well. If I
had not done among them things that no other man
has ever done, they would not have been guilty of sin,
but as it is they have seen and they have hated both me
and my Father. Yet this only fulfils what is written in
their Law - 'They hated me without a cause'.
15:26-27 - But when the helper comes, that is, the Spirit
of truth, who comes from the Father and whom I myself
will send to you from the Father, he will speak plainly
about me. And you yourselves will also speak plainly
about me for you have been with me from the first.
In verse 25 Jesus is referring to Psalm 9:4
Those who hate me without a cause are more than the
hairs of my head.
How familiar are you with the ways of the Holy Spirit?
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